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Washoe County Planning Commission
October 6, 2020

DEVELOPMENT CODE AMENDMENT
CASE NUMBER
WDCA20-0002 

(Article 412, Landscaping)
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Request
a. Clarify where the standards of Article 412 apply
b. Clarify the process for review of extenuating circumstances for 
modification of standards
c. Clarify the requirements for landscaping plans
d. Require water conservation measures
e. Require preservation of Significant Trees
f. Provide for greater flexibility in design of civic and commercial 
required landscaping
g. Clarify that durable materials are required for screening fences
h. Update standards for numbers of required trees, shrubs and ground 
cover
i. Provide standards for revegetation of disturbed areas
j. Update standards for financial assurances
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 Art 412 has not had a comprehensive 
update since the 1990’s
 Some standards are difficult to evaluate 

in the field, which leads to subjective 
evaluation
 Current amendments are intended to 

reduce subjectivity and increase 
objectivity
 Proposed Code is included at Exhibit A-1

Overview
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Overview of Changes

Specific changes are summarized on pages 3-4 of the Staff Report.

Clarify where the standards of Article 412 apply: 
• 412.10
• 412.40
• 412.67

Clarify the requirements for landscaping plans:
• 412.15

Require Water Conservation Measures:
• 412.20
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Overview of Changes
Require preservation of Significant Trees: 
• 412.25

Provide for greater flexibility in design of civic and commercial 
required landscaping & update standards for numbers of required 
trees, shrubs and ground cover:
• 412.40
• 412.60

Clarify that durable materials are required for screening fences:
• 412.40
• 412.45
• 412.55
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Coverage
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Coverage
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Public Notice

Notice was published on September 25, 2020 in the Reno
Gazette-Journal.

All CAB members were provided notice on September 23,
2020.
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Development Code Amendment Findings

Staff comments on each finding are included at pages 4-5
in the Planning Commission staff report.
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Recommendation 
(Page 5 of staff report)

It is recommended that the Washoe
County Planning Commission
recommend approval of WDCA20-0002,
to amend Washoe County Chapter 110
(Development Code) within Article 412,
Landscaping.
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Possible Motion
I move that after giving reasoned consideration to the information
contained in the staff report, the Planning Commission:

(1) Adopt the resolution, attached as Exhibit A to the staff report, to
amend Article 412, Landscaping of the Washoe County Development Code;
and

(2) Authorize the Chair to sign the resolution on behalf of the Planning
Commission,

I further move to direct staff to bring the amendment to the Board of
County Commissioners for a hearing within 60 days of the date of adoption.
This recommendation for approval is based on all of the four findings in
accordance with Washoe County Code Section 110.818.15(e)
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